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on Europe and Central Asia, we use a combination of law and advocacy to promote equality and social integration. 

 
 
 
Rt. Hon. Gordon Brown MP 
Prime Minister  
10 Downing Street 
London SW1A 2AA 
United Kingdom 
 
23 January 2009 
 
 
Dear Prime Minister,  
 
Re: Re: Re: Re: UK ratification of the UK ratification of the UK ratification of the UK ratification of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities     
 
The Mental Disability Advocacy Center (MDAC) is an international human rights non-governmental 
organisation which works to advance the rights of children and adults with intellectual disabilities and 
mental health disabilities in Europe and Central Asia.  
 
MDAC is concerned that the UK government intends to ratify the UN Convention on the Rights of 
Persons with Disabilities    ((((CRPD) with multiple reservations and/or interpretative statements. As outlined in 
the report of the House of Lords and House of Commons Joint Committee on Human Rights (HL Paper 
9, HC 93, 4 January 2009) the reservations under consideration are in respect of immigration, 
education, service in the military and benefits appointees. 
 
The importance of a UK reservation-free ratification are several. First, as the Joint Committee has 
emphasized, the reservations under consideration are unnecessary from the perspective of UK domestic 
law. Second, reservations are not permitted where they are incompatible with the object and purpose of 
the Convention. The UK’s reservations risk breaching this rule. Third, ratification of the Convention with 
reservations would weaken the UK’s role in the international community as a leading figure in the global 
protection of human rights. Many of the countries in which MDAC works look to the UK for substantive 
human rights leadership, and if the numerous reservations currently under consideration by the UK 
government are adopted, the UK would be leading the international community in the dismantling of the 
scope of the Convention, and subsequently, its force in promoting and protecting the rights of people 
with disabilities. 
 
Furthermore, MDAC is concerned that the UK government is failing adequately to fully include people 
with disabilities and their respective organisations in discussions about the possible adoption of 
reservations and interpretative declarations to the Convention. Participation in disability policymaking 
lies at the heart of the Convention itself, both in Article 4 on principles, and Article 33 on national 
implementation.  
 
MDAC requests the immediate publication of the current text of reservations and interpretative 
declarations under consideration by the UK government, so that consultation with and scrutiny  



 
 
 
by a range of stakeholder organisations is made possible. MDAC further encourages the UK 
Government to ratify the Convention without reservation or delay.  
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 
 
 

 
Oliver Lewis 
Executive Director  
 
 
 
 
Copies to: 
 
 
HM Ambassador Sir John Sawers 
UK Mission to the UN 
One Dag Hammarskjold Plaza 885 Second Avenue 
New York  10017 
USA 
 
HM Ambassador Peter Gooderham 
UK Mission to the UN 
Avenue Louis Casaï 58 Case Postale 6 
Cointrin Geneva  1216 
Switzerland 
 
HM Ambassador Greg Dorey 
British Embassy 
Harmincad utca 6. 
Budapest  1051 
Hungary 
 
Rt. Hon. James Purnell 
Secretary of State for Work and Pensions 
Department for Work and Pensions 
Caxton House Tothill Street 
London  SW1H 9DA 
United Kingdom 



 
 
Departmental Secretariat 
Acting Director of the Office of Disability Issues  
Department for Work and Pensions 
4th Floor, Caxton House 
6-12 Tothill Street 
London  SW1H 9NA 
United Kingdom 
 
Rt. Hon. Jack Straw MP 
Secretary of State for Justice 
Ministry of Justice 
102 Petty France 
London  SW1H 9AJ 
United Kingdom 
 
Rt. Hon. Douglas Alexander MP 
Secretary of State for International Development 
Department for International Development 
1 Palace Street 
London  SW1E 5HE 
United Kingdom 
 
Ms Navanethem Pillay 
UN High Commissioner for Human Rights 
Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 
Palais des Nations 
Geneva 10  CH-1211 
Switzerland 
 
Mr Thomas Hammarberg 
Commissioner for Human Rights 
Council of Europe 
Strasbourg  67075 
France 
 
Mr Mirek Topolanek 
President of the European Council 
Prime Minister of the Czech Republic 
Nábřeží Edvarda Beneše 4 
Praha 1  118 01 
Czech Republic 
 



 
 
Mr José Manuel Barroso 
President of the European Commission 
European Commission 
Brussels  1049 
Belgium 
 
Mr Vernor Munoz Villalobos 
UN Special Rapporteur on the Right to Education 
Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights Palais des Nations 
Geneva 10  1211 
Switzerland 
 
Ms Sheikha Hissa Khalifa bin Ahmed al-Thani 
UN Special Rapporteur on Disability 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs 
United Nations, DC2-1320 
New York  NY  10017 
USA 
 
Mr Lex Grandia 
Chair 
International Disability Alliance 
Snehvidevej 13 
Noerresundby  9400 
Denmark 
 


